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Articles published in Lotus are edited from material

supplied by a variety of individual contributors. This

particular issue is less a Review than an Annual

Report and should be read as such. Taking an over-

view of the past twelve months it records completed

projects and informs on current activities.

Comment and criticism is always welcome and

should be addressed to the Editor at the address on

the back cover of this issue. 

Lotus Review is for free distribution but donations

towards the expense of printing, postage, envelopes,

etc. are much needed. 

Our thanks go to Robert Black for his contribution

to this issue, particularly his photographic record of

activities and events.

(linked to article on p.24)

DHAMMARAMSI

Light of Dhamma

Located at 21 rue des Beguines a 5170 Riviere (Profondeville), the

Centre has various buildings: a meditation room of 65m2 in the

workshop; a multi-purpose room with mini-kitchen and a dormitory

for eight. In the Beguinage there is an entrance hall, dining room,

kitchen, office and upstairs four bedrooms and three showers. At the

other end of the building there is an ancient disused chapel, a mag-

nificent space where the meditation room could be located one day. In

the internal courtyard, and far from the traffic, an abandoned forge

ideal for walking meditation. At present there is a plan to renovate

the old water turbines which will not only substantially reduce costs

but will also emphasise the environment aspect of the site, so impor-

tant these days.

Access to the Centre is easy with the station of Lustin being very

close. At present the capacity for visitors is 25 people.

Cover photograph: Robert Black



I came to the Vihara on 10th July 2003 during the vener-

ation of the U.N. Buddha relics. Sayadaw Dr Rewata

Dhamma arranged for me to teach, lead retreats and med-

itation courses and give dhamma talks up until he passed

away on 26th May 2004.

On 9th January 2005, in our vihara trust meeting, I

suggested that we should mark the first anniversary of

his death by producing a Special Lotus (Commemorative

Issue) and this was published together with a compilation

of his essays and talks under the title of Buddha's
Prescription (printed by Triple Gem Publications, U Tin

Tun, USA). These were both successfully published in

time for the 7th Peace Pagoda anniversary on 22 May

2005.

In that meeting I also suggested that we, Dr. Rewata

Dhamma's disciples and devotees, should fulfil his wish

that a Middle School be built in his village, Thamangone.

On 12 December 2005 his wish became a reality with the

official school opening together with the provision of pipe

wells and student scholarships. 

Severe leaking of our Pagoda roof had caused serious

damage and it was in need of urgent attention. At the end

of the Buddha Day ceremony, 22 May 2005, we had our

first building committee meeting led by Dr. K.M Oo and

Dr. Bo. Through their hard work, patience and experience,

along with the support of dhamma friends and generous

donors all over the globe, the Dhammatalaka Peace

Pagoda is back to its former glory for the people. Now all

of you may happily and peacefully celebrate this Pagoda

anniversary and the re-enshrinement of the Buddha

relics. 

Sayadaw's scholarly work in English, The Process of
Consciousness and Matter, is yet to be printed by Triple

Gem Publications (U Tin Tun, USA). I have also written

Dr. Rewata Dhamma's Biography, in Myanmar language,

which underlines Sayadaw's great diligence. These two

books should appear in time for the Dhamma Hall open-

ing ceremony in late 2006 or early 2007. 

Sayadaw had three projects he wished to see complet-

ed in his lifetime: a Pagoda, a Vihara and a Buddhist

Academy. He was successful in completing the first two

and I am committed, in his memory, to the successful com-

pletion of the third. Work began with the blessing of the

ground and foundation stones on 14th May 2006, Buddha

Day. We have planned a side-room within the building to

commemorate it as Sayadaw's project, where his books,

robes and a life-size seated copper statue of him will be on

display. The statue is currently under construction in

Myanmar.

During the Buddhist Conference, in the Peace Pagoda

on 26th November 2005,  Dr. Martin Stringer, (Head of

Department of Theology and Religion, University of

Birmingham) stated that:

‘Together, the department and the Vihara hope to:

v work towards the establishment of a 

Buddhist Academy

v collaborate in the production of joint-

conferences in Buddhist Studies

v construct ‘university-level’ courses

v build a partnership that will generate a 

greater interest in Buddhist Studies (Perhaps 

by creating a lectureship or Research post in 

Buddhist Studies.)’

Furthermore, we also wish to run Diploma courses,

children’s courses and long term meditation retreats in

the new Dhamma hall.

In conclusion, I would like to thank all of our support-

ers, devotees and dhamma friends for their support for the

Thamangone Middle School, Peace Pagoda repairs, pub-

lishing of the Special Lotus magazines, books and the

Dhamma Hall construction. As well, I must acknowledge

Mr. Robert Black for all of his hard work in gathering

together and editing the contents of this issue of Lotus

Review and for the taking of photo records. Finally, let me

mention my great thanks to Linda Tomlinson, our Trust

Secretary, who has both designed and formatted this

publication.

Ven. Dr. Ottara Nyana

Birmingham Buddhist Vihara

7th June, 2006
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